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spiring carbon dioxide. This loss of energy would be saved
if the oranges were removed from the tree rather than al-
lowed to hang all summer. There is no experimental
evidence, however, to show whether this loss is sufficient
to warrant the cost of early removal by hand. In case the
fruit is picked off the trees it may safely be plowed under,
thus adding humus and some plant-food to the soil.
There is no danger of the soil becoming acid as a result
of this practice, for in some orchards cull lemons and
oranges are regularly used in large quantities as a manure
with only beneficial results.
TOP-WORKING   OLD   TREES
It often becomes desirable to change an orchard from
one variety to another by top-working. Any variety
of citrus tree may be top-worked to any other variety,
although some combinations succeed better than others.
It h thought that Valencia oranges do not always do well
when worked on lemon. Satsuma, as a rule, should not
be worked on sour orange.
There is no particular difficulty in regard to this process                  I 1
except that it interferes with the production of the or-                  I I
chart! and much time is lost during the transition from one                  | 1
variety to another.                                                                           \ f
Toj>-working may be accomplished in any one of three                  { I
ways:                                                                                              \ t
L By cutting off the entire top and budding directly                  | f
into the trunk or large limb stubs.
2* By             the top back to large stubs and allowing
to grow, and later budding into these shoots.